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M ahatm a Gandhi w as a great leader and freedom  fighter. His w ork w as very 

im portant to India. He m ade it possible for m any people to m ake a decent living. He 
tried to persuade people in a peaceful m anner to accept the outcasts. He becam e 
fam ous for his great w ork in the nation. 

Gandhi’s early years w ere very different from  other children. O n O ctober 2nd 
1869 he w as born to Karam chand. He w as the diw an of the sm all city-state of 
P orbander. At that tim e British m erchants cam e to trade w ith India. T hey ended up 
hunting India’s m ost beautiful tigers. T he British eventually took over rule of India. 
Gandhi w as a child at this tim e and w as eager to start school. U nlike other kids of his 
age, even w hen he w as little he em phasized alw ays being truthful. O nce, Gandhi and his 
friends stole lord R am a’s statue from  the tem ple. W hen the priest caught them  Gandhi 
w as the only one to adm it that he stole it. 

Gandhi em phasized not only truth but also education. Gandhi’s father soon 
m oved to R ajkot for another job. It w as at this tim e w hen Gandhi took the entrance 
exam  to get into High school. He scored 9th place out of 69.He struggled in English class 
because he w as raised to speak Gujarati. How ever he w as determ ined to succeed in 
English and got 4th in his class. Even though he w as only in High S chool, he got m arried 
to Kasthurbai M akanji, w hen he w as 13. T hey later had a child together nam ed Harilal. 
After high school he had to leave his w ife and child to go to England and study law . He 
studied very hard and passed his exam s. 

After L aw  school, he decided to go back to India. W hen he reached he found out 
that his m other had died. He struggled w ith this as w ell as being a law yer because he 
w as too shy to stand up and speak. He heard of another job in S outh Africa and m oved 
there. At this tim e the British and Boers rules over S outh Africa. T he British treated in 



Indians unfairly. Gandhi w anted to help them . He opened up his ow n law  office to 
persuade the people to accept the Indians as equals. He also cam paigned for Indian’s 
Hum an R ights. 

Even w ith his efforts, life w as still difficult for the Indians in A frica. Gandhi 
invented a new  protest called “S atyagraha” this m eans “truth” and “force”.  He stood 
for the equality of the people. But w ould never use violence. During this tim e , the 
British and the Boers w ere fighting. Gandhi organized am bulance to be sent to the w ar 
to help the British. T his persuaded them  to finally give Independence to his people in 
1914. He felt his w ork w as done so he returned to India.  

Gandhi had m issed m any things during the 20 years he w as gone so he traveled 
around India to learn as m uch as he could. W hile traveling he m et R abindranath T agore  
w ho w on a noble prize R abindranath gave Gandhi the nam e “M ahatm a” w hich m ean 
the great soul .He continued to travel and teach people sathyagraha. He saw  that life 
w as difficult for the Indian especially the untouchables.T hey w ere called untouchables 
because they w ere dirty, poor and had the m ost unw anted jobs. 

Gandhi finally settled in w estern India w here he started his ow n com m unity. He 
called it S atya ashram . He invited the untouchable to live in his com m unity. T his alm ost 
destroyed S atyagraha ashram . But eventually he convinced people to accept the 
untouchables and w ith a big donation w as able to save his com m unity. He also helped 
com m unities in N orth India. Gandhi heard that the landlords w ere putting pressure on 
farm ers up north to grow  certain crops. If they had any losses the farm ers had to pay 
w ith their ow n incom e. Gandhi w as able to help the farm ers w ith out violence and it 
show ed how  his com paign w orked. 

In 1918, the British governm ent passed a law  called the R ow latt Bill. Any 
troublem akers could be put in prison. Gandhi and others organized a peaceful protest. 
At A m ritsar (Jallianw ala Bagh) , the hartal w ent peacefully until a procession w as 
attacked by British troops. Gandhi and other Indians w ere arrested, buildings w ere 
burned and m any people w ere being killed. T he court put Gandhi in jail for 4 years. He 
spent his tim e reading books. He becam e ill w ith appendicitis. After 2 years they finally 
released him . Gandhi w asn’t happy because M uslim s and Hindus still had bloodshed. He 
decided he w anted to bring Hindus and M uslim s together so he fasted until they 
reunited. Gandhi tried spend an hour a day spinning and encouraged other Indians to 
the sam e. He w ore sim ple clothes m ade from  cotton that had been grow n, spun, and 
w oven in India. If people produced their ow n thread, there w ould be no raw  cotton for 
the British to export. And Indian w ould not have to rely on the British to produce their 
fabric. In 1929 Gandhi lead the salt m arch across India m aking their ow n salt from  the 



ocean. T housands of m ercers and Gandhi w ere im prisoned, but it w as a success. T he 
protesters w ere released.   

T he British also allow ed Gandhi to go to a Conference in L ondon about India’s 
future. But the conference did not go w ell. S eparate voting for untouchables w as 
proposed by som e other Indian delegates. Back in India, Gandhi started another fast, 
this tim e to persuade the politicians to change their plans for the untouchables. He w as 
successful. In 1942 the British politician S ir S tafford Cripps arrived in India. He planned 
for an eventual independent “ Indian U nion” Each province of India could decide if it 
w anted to join. Gandhi saw  that this could divide India, as M uslim  areas w ould not w ant 
to join a union in w hich m ost areas w ere Hindu. M uslim  leader M uham m ad Ali Jinnah 
w anted a separate M uslim  S tate. T he Indian N ational Congress turned dow n Cripp’s 
proposals. It dem anded that Britain “quit India” right aw ay. T he British arrested Gandhi 
(for alm ost 2 years) and other leaders for anti –British activities. U pset by the violence 
breaking out all over India, he began fast, hoping to calm  things dow n. Gandhi w as 
im prisoned alongside both w ith his w ife, Kasturbai and his secretary M ahadev Desai. 

M ahadev Desai and w ife Kasturbai died in prison on Aug 15th 1942 and Feb 22 
1944.  

Gandhi begins talks w ith M uslim  leader M uham m ad Ali Jinnah about united 
India, but could not com e to an agreem ent over India’s future. S oon things w ere 
changing in Britain w orld w ar II ended  .A labour governm ent com es to pow er in Britain 
and determ ines that India should be independent. T he disagreem ents betw een India’ 
Hindus and M uslim s led to rioting and bloodshed. Gandhi tried to calm  things dow n, 
traveling around the country to try stopping the fighting. India finally becam e 
independent on A ug 15th 1947,but only after partition into new  tw o countries. Hindus 
though Gandhi w as too sym pathetic tow ard the M uslim s. one of these Hindus, 
N athuram  Godse, w ent to prayer  m eeting attended by Gandhi .After bow ing to Gandhi 
Godse shot him  on January 30th 1948. 

Gandhi did m any things w ithout violence. He w ent through m any struggles to 
fight for Indians independence. He sacrificed a lot for w hat he believed in. Even though 
he felt like his life w asn’t a success w hen he died, he m ade a huge im pact on the w orld 
.He w as a great m an w ho believed in truth and peace. W e could all learn a lot from  him . 

 


