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Cricket 

 
And here com es another S IX ER ! W oooooo!!! W hat an excitem ent this w ord 

brings w herever it is heard! And there are m any other such announcem ents w hich 
control your heartbeat during the gam e. I didn’t understand the im portance of cricket 
until last tim e w hen I visited India. M y cousins in India taught m e all about it, and I love 
it now . T ruly, Cricket is the m ost popular gam e in India that captures the m ind and spirit 
of alm ost every Indian.  

T o fully appreciate the gam e, let’s see w hat this gam e is all about. T he gam e of 
Cricket is som ew hat like Baseball, except that the gam e of cricket is played in an oval-
shaped arena. T he action is in the center of the arena, on a thin rectangular strip know n 
as pitch w hose ends are m arked by sets of three vertical round sticks driven firm  into 
the ground w ith a horizontal piece on top, also know n as w ickets.  

T he gam e is played betw een tw o team s of eleven players each, though at any 
tim e, it’s tw o players of one team  playing against the opposite team . T hese tw o players 
are the Batsm an and the R unner, depending upon w ho’s facing the ball at the tim e. L ike 
in Baseball, the Batsm an holds a bat, though the bat is m ade of w illow  w ood, it’s flat in 
front and slightly bulged in the m iddle section at its backside. U nlike Baseball, the 
Batsm an holds the bat to the ground in front of one set of w ickets w ithin an area know n 
as the crease and the R unner w aits at the opposite end in his crease. T he Bow ler from  
the other team  com es running from  the opposite end, and throw s the ball overhead, 
w ith a fully stretched arm  sw inging in a sm ooth m anner before the ball is released.  
W hile the goal of the Bow ler is to hit the w ickets w ith the ball, the Batsm an aim s to 
protect the w icket and hit the ball aw ay w ith the full force of the bat. T he other team  is 
strategically spread on the ground to im m ediately capture the ball w hen it’s hit by the 
Batsm an. Various locations on the ground are given a specific nam e; the m ost im portant 
position, is of the W icket Keeper w ho is right behind the w icket of the Batsm an. T he 



Bow ler often decides the placem ent of his team  m em bers in consultation w ith the 
captain.  

W hen the ball is served, m ost likely the batsm an is able to hit it aw ay from  any 
player of the opposite team . W hile the opposite team  players run after the ball to grab 
it, the Batsm an and the R unner are able to steal a run by running tow ard the opposite 
ends of the pitch.  T he other team  grabs the ball and throw s it at the w icket before 
either the batsm an or the runner land in their respected crease areas. In this scenario, 
the player closer to the w icket being hit is given a run out. It’s quite possible that the 
ball is hit w ith enough force that it rolls over the boundary line to score four runs. It m ay 
as w ell be hit w ith even a bigger force that the ball flies over the boundary line to score 
a sixer. In another scenario, the ball m ay be caught by the player before it hits the 
ground. In this condition, the Batsm an is declared catch out. It’s possible that the 
Batsm an m isses the ball and the ball hits the W icket. In that case, the player is declared 
clean bow led. U ntil a player is declared out, he can play all the w ay to the end of his 
team ’s inning. 

It w ill be w orthw hile to m ention that a Bow ler throw s a ball six tim es in a row , 
and those six throw s are know n as an over. Each team  plays a lim ited num ber of overs, 
and to have both team s play once is know n as playing an inning. U sually, one inning 
m atch, over 50 overs, lasts one day. T he team  that scores m ore runs is the w inner. O f 
course, there are m ore rules to the gam e than m entioned above, and these add to the 
excitem ent of the gam e. T here are tw o independent referees one at each w icket; 
know n as U m pires, w ho judge and declare various events of the gam e. 

Historically, the w ord cricket is thought to be derived from  the M iddle French 
w ord criquet, m eaning goal stake. It is believed that the gam e of Cricket began during 
the S axon or N orm an tim es by children in W eald, southeast England. It w as m ostly a 
gam e for children, until the gam e w as taken up by adults in the 17th century. T he 
earliest record of a cricket m atch w as in the year 1725, though first sets of rules for the 
gam e w ere w ritten in 1744.  

W herever England ruled, she took the cricket w ith it. T hough, Cricket started in 
India in 18th century, the official m atch started only in 1932 w hen Indian team  w ent to 
England. Ever since, its popularity has grow n in India. 

M any countries have now  adopted this sport to play. Just like Football has the 
S uper Bow l, cricket has the W orld S eries. T here are cricket team s at every level: 
privately in the housing com m unities or offices, but the training starts rather early at the 
elem entary school level and continues all the w ay to colleges. T he school team s play-off 



against each other just like in any other sport. T here are state-w ide com petitions and 
the w inners of those go against other countries. T he final m atch, w hich declares a 
country the w inner, is called the W orld Cup. 

T he first m atch after India’s independence w as played in 1948, and it w as 
captained by L ala A m arnath. S om e of the m ost fam ous players in Indian history are 
S achin T endulkar, Kapil Dev, Zaheer Khan, Harbajan S ingh, Yuvraj S ingh and S unil 
Gavaskar. P layers like S unil Gavaskar are know n w orldw ide. But even these w ell-loved 
players get scream ed at w hen they are not able to save the w ickets, score runs or don’t 
get the other team  out w ithin lim ited ‘over’s. Indians get very com petitive w hen they 
are up against P akistan, England, and S ri L anka. But the fiercest fight is betw een India 
and P akistan, w hich brings the life to a halt in both countries. For Indians, the w innings 
m ay be celebrated w ith firecrackers in the w ay they’d do on the day of Diw ali, w hile 
losing to P akistan is the biggest disappointm ent. T he national pride rides on the 
outcom e of the gam e.  

M ost Indians start playing at a very young age. Kids, as sm all as 2-year-olds, get 
plastic bats as gifts. M om ’s cloth w ashing m allet and a rubber ball are a good starter for 
young kids. If affordability is an issue, kids find a flat w ood piece of appropriate size for 
bat, and a pile of bricks or a tree stum p for w icket to play am ong them selves in the 
streets and alleyw ays, if not on the proper playground. Based on the physical space and 
available tim e, the team s can m ake their ow n rules. T hey play from  the tim e they get 
hom e from  school until it gets dark out. 

W hen international cricket m atches are being played, people becom e so 
obsessed that they’d skip school or their jobs just to w atch them . S om etim es, the 
schools them selves take the decision to drop a few  classes to let the kids go hom e early 
to w atch the gam e. It m ay be the sam e w ith som e offices w hich let the w orkers go 
hom e early. Generally, people get together at each other’s houses or other places, so 
that they can w atch the m atch together. P eople discuss their opinions about players’ 
perform ances in the barber shops, paan shops, offices, sw eet shops, etc. T his analysis of 
the gam e continues days after the gam es are over. Cricket enthusiasts use every 
opportunity, be it their T V or the radio, to stay current w ith score. S om etim es, bike 
riders m ay stop along the w ay at a shop just to w atch or listen if it is a critical m om ent of 
the m atch. T here is hardly anyone w ho is not aw are of the current status of the gam e 
being played.  

N o m atter w here you go in India you w ill see people playing everyw here - in 
parks and streets. It doesn’t m atter if you are rich or poor, old or young, anyone can 
play. L ike a religion the gam e of cricket relieves you of your personal w orries for the 



tim e being, and lets you fully live the m om ent. W hile a religion m ay belong to the 
follow ers of that particular religion, Cricket binds w hole India together. T he people in 
India w ait in anticipation for the next m atch as they w ould for a religious festival, like 
Diw ali, Christm as, Eid, or Gurpurab. T he people are very religious in the w ay they view  
cricket and cricket players. By that I don’t m ean that they pray to the fam ous cricket 
players every day, though som e probably do. Certainly, the people in India try to know  
as m uch statistics about various players as they can. T hey w ant to know  w hat is going on 
in their cricket idols’ lives. P erhaps for that reason, am ong all the other gam es, cricket 
players are best financially-accom m odated. S o next tim e you go to India you w ill never 
be alone as long as you have an interest in cricket!  

 


