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L essons learned from  India’s Independence 60 plus years 

 
Bharat Ganarajya, the R epublic of India. T his upcom ing August m arks the sixty-fourth 
year of independence for India. A feat in itself, but not as nearly as grand as the 
accom plishm ents Indians have m ade during this tim e. O ur India nation is one of the 
rising nations on Earth, and at the sam e tim e, a little w orld of its ow n. India has 
m anaged to depart from  its reputation of being English property and gain recognition as 
an iron fist all in less than a hundred years, m uch to  the envy of her fellow  countries. 
T here are m any lessons to be learned from  these sixty plus years, and they com e from  a 
plethora of categories: econom ics, culture, and, w hat I consider to be m ost im portant, 
personal ethics. T he tw enty-first century has brought about m any advancem ents, but in 
term s of m oral values, the w orld in general seem s to be back-pedaling. Indians, closely 
knit by their rich culture, em body those principles that, in m y opinion, our m odern 
w orld has given up for personal success. 

T hroughout the battle for freedom  from  the U nited Kingdom  and the struggle to 
establish itself as one of the w orld’s top nations , perseverance has been crucial to India. 
T he determ ination to becom e a leading country, and to gain respect from  the rest of the 
w orld played a key role in the developm ent of India into the country w e know  it as 
today. A  w eak backbone w ould have severely hindered India in its journey to the top. 
O nce Indians realized w hat they w anted for their country, they did not hold back. 
Breaking dow n boundaries, they protested until their dem ands w ere m et, and alw ays 
kept their beliefs centered in their line of sight. O ther countries currently grappling for 
their ow n independence w ould do w ell to take exam ple of India, and note that Indian 
citizens saw  past the dark nights, and tow ards the brighter days.  

 



P erseverance w ould have not been possible if it had not been for the unity of India’s 
citizens. M any countries to this day and age suffer from  a lack of unity of its’ people, 
though India is not one of them . Indians have a strong sense of pride for them selves and 
for their country. T hese things, along w ith the dream  of one day being a revered nation, 
bound Indian citizens together, and helped them  to seek out their goal. T oday, m any 
people in A m erica and other W estern countries feel a detachm ent from  their country. 
T heir sense of national pride has slow ly dw indled dow n w ith younger generations. India 
exem plifies a united people, and enough paid interest tow ards this exam ple can help re-
instill other peoples’ pride in their country. 

W hile India certainly can teach the w orld a thing or tw o, I believe it can also learn from  
other countries. L essons can be learned from  both sides, and in m y opinion, one of the 
biggest things that India can benefit from  is a m ore equal and open society. 
P erseverance and unity are tw o critical attributes of a fruitful country, but neither of 
them  necessarily entails fairness betw een its citizens. Yes, India is constantly m oving 
upw ards in term s of econom ic expansion, but its society rem ains at an alm ost m edieval 
level. W om en and m en are still regarded differently, as are people of different personal 
preferences. M arriage rem ains the num ber one goal that w om en should strive for, and 
fem ale em pow erm ent is som ew hat lacking in India. If they could take a leaf out of 
another nation’s book, perhaps one regarding gender or sexual equality, then India 
w ould just take another step forw ard tow ards being an even greater pow er. I realize this 
m ay not be easy, since there are factors that are blatantly against  any sort of equality, 
but the very sam e perseverance and unity that liberated us and brought us to top could 
also bring about radical change w ithin the structure of Indian society. W e could be even 
greater than w e are now , w ith a little nudge and a helping hand from  m ore open-
m inded countries. 

In only sixty-four years, India has m ade advancem ents in a num erous am ount of areas. 
W e’ve dabbled in everything from  science, to m ath, to fashion and even entertainm ent 
(how  can anyone forget the im pact Bollyw ood has had on the entire w orld). O ur people 
have touched ground in countless bases. W e are responsible for inspiring som e of the 
greatest m inds of today, and for sparking hope and the idea of independence in the 
m inds of so m any people that, at the m om ent, only dream  of freer days. Although w e 
have m uch room  to grow  and learn, the w orld can also learn from  us. India sym bolizes 
hard w ork, determ ination, unification, hope, and so m uch m ore. W e have been, and 
continue to be an inspiration to the entire w orld, and it is m y belief, as w ell as the belief 
of innum erable others that w e have not even grazed the surface of our potential as a 
nation. 


