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W hat resources could India offer the U S A  and vice-versa? 

 
T he Gift of Giving 

 
 Im agine tw o of the w orld’s m ost influential nations, coexisting side by side and 
prospering. Far fetched? Hardly. India and the U nited S tates have a m yriad of resources 
to contribute to the w ell being of each other’s socioeconom ic, political, and cultural w ell 
being. 
 
 An issue plaguing India since the beginning of m odern tim es is its sanitation. 
Clean w ater, sew age, and sanitary engineering are staggering problem s in India. In the 
U nited S tates, residents have the added assurance that their w ater is in the purest and 
m ost sanitary form  possible. T his is due to the fact of constant observation, 
experim entation, and concern over the w ater supply; as universities and health 
institutions are habitually exam ining it. S o the U nited S tates could offer w aste 
m anagem ent technologies to India to increase the level of hygiene and sanitation. 
Contam inants like fluorine, arsenic, and selenium are threatening the Indian ground 
w ater system s; scientists estim ate over 80 m illion people in over 20 states are affected 
by the elevated toxic qualities of the w ater. T hese im purities can cause arsenicosis, 
dysentery, and birth com plications if ingested frequently. Inferior sew age m aintenance 
also has led to the outbreak of a m ultitude of harm ful pathogens in urban centers, 
ranging form  Escherichia coli to pseudom onas aeruginosa and other coliform  groups 
causing diarrhea, gastritis, and abdom inal discom fort. T his sanitation concern, coupled 
w ith the close proxim ity and high population densities, surely w ill cause harm  in the 
near future if the problem  is not addressed im m ediately. 
 
 T raffic flow  in the crow ed streets of M um bai, Bangalore, Kolkata, and N ew  Delhi 
is far from  organized. R egarding transportation, there exists a stark contrast betw een 
U nited S tates’ m ega cities and those in India. T he U nited S tates could offer som e 
m odels of m anagem ent for traffic flow : w ider roads, lane establishm ents, and uniform  



traffic law s. In 2009, over 118,000 Indians w ere killed in traffic accidents, surpassing 
fatalities in the U nited S tates. O ver the course of five years, India’s traffic deaths have 
spiked an alarm ing 40% . Contrast this w ith the U nited S tate’s statistic, w ith 33,963 (and 
declining) autom obile fatalities in 2009. Greater security on the roads w ould stim ulate a 
safer, m ore attractive environm ent, thus stim ulating the tourist industry and econom ic 
grow th. T he Indian governm ent is realizing the extent of the traffic chaos, but in order 
for changes to take place, India requires a great deal of assistance from  its W estern 
counterpart.  
 
 T he U nited S tates educational system  for young adults is w orth noting. In India, 
students are too focused on their studies, grades, and exam s. T his academ ic structure 
leaves no room  for extracurricular activities such as sports, m usic, and clubs. T he 
concept of a w ell rounded individual in India is virtually nonexistent. T here exists no 
“com m unity service requirem ent” or “N ational Honor S ociety.”  T he best w ay to find 
yourself is to loose yourself in the service of others, Gandhi constantly advocates. 
U nselfish service is m arked by hum ility, a hard-to-find trait in this age of egoism ; often 
referred to as individualism  and incivility. T hus, there is no incentive w hatsoever for 
upper level students to exceed in areas outside of academ ics. M oreover, scholarship 
opportunities in sports are few ; as the youth view s the prospects of becom ing a doctor 
or engineer greater than becom ing next best cricketer or field hockey player. For 
instance, P ierre Garcon, a football player, graduated from  John I. L eonard High S chool in 
Greenacres. O f Haitian descent, this young m an w as drafted by the N FL  after a 
successful college career. From  nothing, Garcon w as able to take advantage of the 
A m erican athletic and educational system . N o one needs to go to the big nam ed 
prepatory schools in N ew  York or California; U nited S tates academ ics coupled w ith 
athletics is certainly effective, even at the local level, as exem plified by Garcon. O ften 
scrutinized for its substandard schooling, the U nited S tates’s educational system  also 
stresses creativity. Bill Gates, the founder of M icrosoft, and one of the m ain founders of 
Facebook, M ark Zuckerberg, both w ere educated in A m erica. T hese m en w ere able to 
apply them selves to aspects other than those of studies. S o India needs to break this 
rigid m odel and adopt an A m erican-fashioned educational base for all of its upcom ing 
scholars. S traight forw arded “book sm arts” are not the only skills one needs to possess 
in the w orld’s largest dem ocracy.  
 
 An expanding, grow ing m iddle class in India provides an im m ense m arket for 
consum ption of a w ide variety of goods. W estern brands like Coca-Cola, BM W , Audi, 
L evis, and the enorm ous sector for fast foods are taking their m arkets east. India is 
providing a vast supply of custom ers and a large consum er base for these goods. T his 
enhanced m iddle class is ready to spend and increase its standard for living. Also, the 
sales generated by each Indian citizen, m ultiplied by approxim ately one billion, surely 
w ill generate econom ic grow th and prosperity. W ith a m arket as vast as India’s, this 
m arket is one resource other nations w ould not w ant to overlook. 
 



 P eople should take note of the m ore liberal, dem ocratic governm ent in India as 
opposed to the com m unist governm ent of China. W ith this regulatory freedom , the 
healthcare industry in India has been revolutionized. P harm aceutical com panies such as 
Bengal Chem icals and P harm aceutical W orks are India’s largest and oldest governm ent 
ow ned m anufacturers. T hese industries have generated over 137 billion rupees, easily 
claim ing the w orld’s second greatest drug m anufacturing sector by volum e. In other 
w ords, industry has experienced a 16.79%  augm entation of revenue for the 2009-2010 
year.  Clearly, India is holding fast to a near m onopoly in pharm euticals. M oreover, an 
educated, English speaking population is able to provide m uch needed m anpow er w hile 
ensuring quantity and quality to the rest of the w orld. In 2009 China m ade headlines for 
its toxic toys, containing excessive am ounts of lead and carcinogens and for the faulty 
dryw all placed in hom es. Issues like these have failed to rear their head in the Indian 
m anufacturing establishm ents. T he production of reliable and safe products is 
som ething India prides itself on; thus the boundaries are lim itless for w hat this nation 
could do for the rest of the w orld. 
 
 O ne of the m ost im portant and influential aspects India has displayed 
im peccably to the rest of the w orld is peace. T hrough the independence m ovem ents 
w ith Gandhi, to the increased tensions w ith P akistan, the Indian concept of peace is 
certainly one w orth accrediting. Civil R ights leader Dr. M artin L uther King Jr. largely 
based his m ovem ent in the 1960s from  Gandhi’s bloodless resistance against the British. 
In contrast w ith the French, A m erican, and m any S outh A m erican R evolutions, the 
Indian fight for Independence w as far less bloody. T he ideals and principles of King w ere 
largely those im plem ented by Gandhi: peaceful resistance is the strongest resistance.. 
T his concept has had everlasting effects on A m erican and Indian society, as w ell as the 
w hole w orld. T hrough this peaceful m essage, India is enlightening the U nited S tates, 
and m ore im portantly, the rest of the w orld.  
 
It is through these sym biotic relationships that unbreakable bonds form , no m atter how  
different one culture is from  the other. N ature has been taking advantage of the 
sym biotic relationship for ages now ; it all but m akes sense for hum ans to value it as 
w ell. T hus, as m uch as India takes from  the U nited S tates, it offers back, and the sam e 
holds true for the opposite. T he coexistence of these diverse nations should not be 
ham pered by differences in language, society, and technology. R ather w hat one lacks 
the other possesses in abundance. T hrough this exchange, a far m ore efficient, 
productive, and safer w orld can be realized obtained. 


