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W hat can the Indian com m unity offer the U S A ? 

 
O m m m m … … . T hat sound is echoing in m odern day A m erica, across m editation classes, 
offices, schools, and now  even in P optropica! It is no longer a chant confined to a 
particular religion.  O m ,! or A üm , is a hym n, an incantation, a gift from  India to the 
w orld, just like m any other.  W e know  Yoga has gone m ain-stream , for there are as 
m any training schools for it as for karate or gym nastics. “Bollyw ood” is now  a w ell 
know n nam e for the Indian m ovie industry, and you cannot talk about the softw are 
industry w ithout m entioning India and Indians.  
 

As individuals, there are m any visible and celebrated success stories am ongst 
Indian A m ericans: Fareed Zakaria, Vinod Khosla, M anoj N ight S hyam alan, Deepak 
Chopra, and Indra N ooyi have all reserved their nam es in history.  T hey have excelled in 
journalism , entrepreneurship, entertainm ent, self-help, or plain old leadership. T hey 
have given A m ericans thought leadership, job opportunities and spiritual peace.  

 
But w hat the Indian com m unity has to offer A m erica goes beyond these cultural 

‘fads’ and personal trium phs.  O ur contribution to society in the basic but critical 
m atters that im pact daily life is actually m ore far-reaching than that: w e show  that 
honesty, integrity and hard-w ork pay off in the end, and are the best w ay to lead one’s 
lives.   
 

 First of all, w e have show n that self-discipline is not an ugly phrase.  T he 
average India-A m erican’s em phasis on education and com m itm ent to hard-w ork is a 
byw ord in A m erican society.  Indians’ w ork-ethic is now  legendary – even Dilbert jokes 
on this are no longer funny, because they are now  w ell accepted truth!  Indians are the 
very definition of the ‘M odel M inority’ in the U S A: w e are the highest educated group 
w ith 2 in every 3 Indian in A m erica being a college graduate, and 40%  w ith a 
professional degree.  W e also have the highest m edian household incom e of $90,429, 



w ay higher than the national average of $50,221.  And Indian A m ericans lead in stable 
fam ilies too. T alk of being an exam ple! 

 
T hese are not m ere num bers – they have significance beyond a com m unity’s 

achievem ent.  W e actually serve to pull the rest of society up w ith us.  Just like Dw ayne 
W ade or L eBron Jam es can pull their team  to the top of the table, Indians have a 
positive influence on their schools, jobs and com m unity. Consider this: Indian A m erican 
parents are the m ost active ethnic group in school P T As around the country.  T hey step 
in for the sake of their children, then stay to help the rest of the school. 
 
 W hile in the past Indians had alw ays been clubbed w ith the generic ‘Asian’, 
today’s Indian A m erican has acquired an identity of his or her ow n.  T ill the recent past, 
the ‘Indian Doctor’ or ‘S oftw are P rofessional’ had been the accepted stereotype.  Even 
the fact that Indian kids have had extraordinary success in national spelling bees could 
lead to a stereotype of its ow n: introvert and studious w ithout m uch interaction w ith 
the rest of the country.  
 

But now  w e offer m ore: w e have our ow n political voice: Governors Bobby Jindal 
and N ikki Haley are only the m ost prom inent faces out there. For every visible nam e 
professional like N eel Kashkari, S anjay Gupta or R ajiv S hah, there are countless others 
contributing just as m uch to their job, com m unity and country.  W e have provided 
leaders in the financial w orld, in education, and even in agriculture!  Did you know  that 
Indian A m ericans lead the w ay in self-created businesses?  T hese provide jobs and 
opportunities to local populations w hile putting to rest the accusation that w e don’t 
have entrepreneurship.  W e do too, loads of it, and m ore than any other com m unity!  
 
  T he grow th of India as a nation earned it a visit by Barack O bam a early in his 
term  as P resident.  India is no longer considered a poor nation seeking help; it is now  
com peting w ith the best of the rest, and is truly a super-pow er in the m aking and that in 
its brief history since independence. T his has provided added strength to how  the Indian 
A m erican com m unity perceives itself: w e are not in the U S A  to escape dire poverty at 
our hom e country; w e com e here to m ake a difference, to lead.  
 
 But our story is just starting: w e are bound for bigger and better things, and not 
just in academ ic com petitions.  At a tim e w hen A m erica is hurting, laid low  by crippling 
econom ic blow s, the exam ple w e set w ill inspire others and set this country back on the 
path to glory.  
 


